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Mayor McGuire read the following list of parcels of par­
cels of land offered for sale and called for bids on each lot. 

b.e1 ~ Tract 

5 39 Torrance 
10 07 Torrance 

2 71 tt 

3 71 It 

4 71 tt 

5 71 It 

,7 71 tt 

8 71 tt 

15 88 It 

10 88 It 

19 . 89 It 

7 35 ,. 
H 73 It 

20 73 " 1 88 It' 

It appearing that no one desired to bid on the above des­
cribed property, bidding on tax deeded property closed at 8:13 
P.M. 

Mr. Haines of the Associated Assessment Engineers announced 
that anyone desiring to do so may bid on any of the property 
described above for a one-year period for the last date of pub­
lication of the notice of sale. 

At 8:13 P .. M., upon mo:tion of Councilman Babcock, seconded 
by Councilman Hitchcock, the meeting adjomrned. 

Clerk Bartlett announced that, sinc~ the next regular meet­
ing date, November 11, 1941, falls on a legal holiday, the meet­
ing will be held the following day, November 12, 1941. 

.APPROVED: 

d?dtJ.l~Of~ 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRlNCE 

Oi ty Clerk of thecy of Torrance 

Torrance, California 
November 12, 1941 -

The City Council of theOity of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Wednesday, November 12, 1941 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present be­
ing Councilmen: Babcock, Hitchcock, Powell and McGUXre. Absent: 
Councilmen: Kail. 

All persons present in the Council Chamber Saluted the FlagJ 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of a Regular.Meet­
ing held October 28, 1941 and of an Adjourned Regular Meeting held 
November 4, 1941 be approved aswl'itteh. Councilman Babcock se­
conded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

CounCilman Kail arrived at 7:46 P.M. 
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WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read ~rom the Walteria Civic Organiza­
tion l requesting an appropriation o~ $60.00 to de~ray expenses 
o~ the Christmas program planned ~or the children o~ Walteria. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the request be granted. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by 
the ~ollo1fing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock" 
Hitchcock, Kail l Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read ~rom the Law O~~ices of Verge, 
Jaccard, French and Loehr" signed by Walter Q. Loehr, present-
ing the claim of Mable Senyohl against the City of Torrance. The 
address o~ Mabel Senyohl Was given as 2419 Vineyard Avenue, Los 
Angeles. It was stated that she was involved in a dollision be­
tween an automobile in which she was riding and a bus operated by 
the City of Torrance on or about October 2" 1941 at the hour o~ 
6:00 P.M. in the County of Los Angeles, State of California. 
Damages in the amount o~ $16,350.00 were claimed for her as a re­
suIt of injuries to her person and for mental and physical suffer­
ing and nervous shock suffered by her as a result of the collision. 

Upon recommendation of Attorney McCall" Councilman Babcock 
moved that the matter be referred to the insurance carrier, and 
that the City Attorney beihstructed to render a report to the 
City Council regarding the findings. ·Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock" Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read ~rom the Torrance Businessmen's 
Association, signed by R. J. Deininger" Secretary, to correct an 
error on the part of the Association in a letter of October 27" 
1941 in which it was stated that Dale Riley of the Recreation 
Department should be placed in charge of the electrical installa­
tion ~or the forthcoming Christmas season decoration program. 
Matter of record. 

A communication was read ~rom Joseph DeSalvo, 1662- 252nd 
Street l Harbor City, California, requesting a permit and ~ran­
chise to operate a transportation company in the City o~ Torrance, 
to be knoWn as "City Taxi." ' 

Attorney McCall ,'advised that a franchise is not necessary 
and that the only requirement is paYment o~ the regular license 
fee as provided by the business license ordinance, upon re­
commendation o~ the C()unc 11 the t the applicant be granted per­
mission ' to operate ' the business as requested. 

Councilman Powell moved that the request o~ Joseph DeSalvo 
forl1cense to operate a transportation buSiness in the City of 
Torrailce be granted, the regular license fee to be paid by Mr. 
DeSalvo. ' , 

CotincilmanHitchcock suggestedthat ' an investigation be 
conducted before granting the permit~ Councilman Powell's 
motion was lost for lack of a second. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request of Joseph 
DeSalvo for a license to operate a transportation business in 
the City of Torrance be referred to the . Police Department for 
investigation and recommendation at the next meeting. Council­
man Powell seconded the motionl which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Countyo~ Los Angelesl 
Office of the County Surveyor and County Engineer, relative to 
the subject of checking maps of subdivision with1nthe City 
limits of the City o~Torrance. An agreement outlining the 
method of checking and examination of subdivision maps, said 
agreement to be between the County Surveyor of Los Angeles 
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County and the City Engineer of the City of Torrance, was en­
closed, to be executed and returned to the office of the County 
Surveyor and County Engineer. 

Engineer Jain advised that a meeting is scheduled for 
November 13, 1941 for discussion of this matter. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the communication be re­
ferred to the City Engineer and City Attorney for recommendation 
at the next meeting. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

A communication from the County of Los Angeles Defense Coun­
cil, signed by E. W. Biscailuz, Chairman, was read, advising that 
to date no official confirmation as to the name and address of the 
person who will represent the City of Torrance on the Defense 
Council has been received, and requested that the matter pe given 
early attention. It was.advised that the Defense Council was 
formed August 26, 1941. 

Councilman Powell moved that John H. Stroh, Chief of Police 
of the City of Torrance, be authorized to represent the City of 
Torrance on the County of Los Angeles Defense Council, said Coun­
cil, to be notified to this effect. Councilman Hitchcock second­
ed the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Texas Company, advising 
that the Texas Company is about to dissolve, to be suooeeded by 
The Texas Corporation, a Delaware corporation, and requesting 
that the Council approve the transfer from The Texas Company to 
The Texas Corporation, a Delaware corporation, of the City of 
Torrance franchise Ordinances Nos. 66 and 117, County of Los 
Angeles Ordinances Nos. 884, 1129 and 1377. A Consent to Assign­
ment form was enolosed, to be executed, if approved, and returned 
to The Texas Company. 

Counoilman Babcookasked Attorney McCall whether or not this 
action is a subterfuge to evade certain responsibilities on the 
part of The Texas Company. Attorney McCall advised that such is 
not the case, and that the new company assumes all liabilities 
of the old company. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the transfer as requested be 
approved .. and that the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to 
execute the Consent to Assignment form and return same to The 
Texas Company. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCI~mN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read from Edward L. Guth .. Los Angeles, 
approving the proposed paying of .Cabrillo Avenue and suggesting 
that the street be paved from curb to curb. Letter referred to 
Engineer Jain. 

A communication was read from The Torrance Recreation Ad­
visory CommissioIl, signed by Robert L. Lewellen, Chairman, sug­
gestlngthat construction at this time of the tennis courts as 
recoIimlehded prevIously by said Commission be started, and that 
the property adjacent to the City Park and across the Sarita Fe 
Railroad tracks be leveled and used as a playground area. 

Councilin.an Babcock moved that Dale Riley, Superintendent 
of the Recre~tion Department, the Recreation Committee of the 
City Counc!I, am the Torrance Recreation Advisory Commission 
meet for the purpose Of drawing up specIfic at ions for the pro­
posed tennis courts .. said specifications to be re.ad¥ to submit 
to the council at the first regular meeting in the month of 
December, 1941,for the purpose ofauthoriz:t.ng the advertising 
for bids for said tenriis' court oonstruction. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion,which was carried tinaniIl1ouslY. Clerk 
Bartlett ws:sinstructed to notify the 'torrance Recreation 
AdvisoryCoIllmisslon of the motion to hold a meeting tor discuss­
ion ot the matter. 



A communication was read from the Torrance Municipal Bus 
Lines~ advising that a fare box is required for the efficient 
operation of the Municipal Bus Lines, there being no spare fare 
box for use while one of the others is being repaired~ and there 
being times when four busses are .in operation with only three 
fare boxes. It was also recommended that 10~000 Triplex Round 
Trip tickets be purchased immediately, the present supply being 
almost exhausted. It was further suggested that the name 
"Torrance Municipal Bus Lines" be painted on the busses recently 
purchAsed. (Busses purchased from the City of Santa Monica for 
use on the Torrance Municipal Bus Lines). 

A short discussion ensued regarding the tickets~ Mr. Ward 
advising that the cost is $42.50 for 10~000. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the Purchasing Agent be 
authorized to purchase 10,000 Triplex Round Trip tickets for use 
on the Torrance Municipal Bus Lines. Councilman Powell seconded 
the motion~ which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABS~NT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

It WaS decided to defer the matter of the fare box for 
several dayse 

A communication was read from the ttl Am An American" Found­
ation~ inviting the attendance of the City Council at the in­
stallation in the City Hall in Los Angeles of a Shrine of the 
Constitution at 11:30 A.M. November 10, 1941. This installation 
was described asa significant qeremony of importance to internal 
national defense. Filed. 

Applications for positions were read as follows: 

(1) 
or truck 

(2 ) 
dri ver. 

W.E.Sevier, 1021 Cravens Avenue, Street work, carpenter 
driver. 
Frank A. Flint, 24244 Los Codona Street, Walteria, bus 

(3) J~ H. Salmon~1626 Amapola Avenue, electrician's helper, 
Wat~r Department or Sewer Department • 

. (4) Frederick J. West, 1829 Arl1ngton Avenue, electrician's 
helper. 

Councilman Babcock moved that th~four applications for 
positions as listed above be dated and filed. Councilman 
Hitchcock second~d th~ motion, which was carried unanimously. 

AcoInmurilcation~ was read from the -National Supply Plant Corp­
oration, requesting a I:lproval of a temporary ordinance to prohibit 
parking on the east side of Border Avenue~ between th~ Pacific 
Electric · right of way and the sidewalk, from Ca-rson Street to a 
point 200 feet north, - for the duration of the erection of the 
forge and machine shop building on the National Supply Company 
property ~ which will be c6mpletedapproxlmatelyApril l~ 1942. 
It was further requested that permission be granted the National 
Supply Plant Corporation' to fence in the sidewalk on _the east 
side of Border Avenue, from Carson Street toa point 140 ft. 
north~ also for durati6nof the above mentibnedbu~lding program. 

, Attorney Mc-Call ruled that a Resolution would be in order 
to grant t4e requests of the National Supply' Plant Corporation~ 
at which time Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1505 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE GRANTING NA.TIONAL SUPPLY PUNT 
CORPORATION TEMPOR/LRYP.ARKING AND FENCING 
RESTRICTIONS DURING CONSTRUCTION OF CERTAIN 
COMP~NY BUILDINGS. 
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Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1505 be 
adopted. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIilaEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1506 

RESOLillrON OF TEE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE REPEALING RESOLUTIONS 1491, 
1492, 1493, 1494, 1495 and 1496 

Councilman Babcock moved that Resolution No. 1506 be adopt­
ed. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was car­
ried by the following roll call vote:: AYES:: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell inquired whether or not someone should be 
appointed and given the authority to handle matters 'of impor­
tanceand financial transactions for the Torrance Municipal Bus 
Lines. It was decided to defer this matter until a later date. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $105.12 including tax be made for purchase of a type­
writer for the Police Department. Councilman Babcock seconded 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUnCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Kal1, Powell and McGUire. 
NOES:: COUNC ILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN:: None. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed 94'7.60 be made for purchase of 800 ft. 2-1/2" two ply, 
cotton fabric, rubber lined, fire hose, for delivery to the 
Torrance Fire Station, to be in 50 foot lengths with couplings 
attached, couplings to be brass, Natiohal -Standard Fire Depart­
ment thread, with rocker lugs. - - (Uriit price, $1.15 per foot). 
Courlc1lmB.nKail -seconded the motion, which w as carried by the 
following rol.l call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN:, None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

- ' Councilman PowelL,moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $185.00, plus tax, be made for purchase of I Ross relief 
valve, complete wIth all necessary valves and fittings for 750 
gallon American IaFrance rotary gear fire pump, for the Fire 
Department. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: ' AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babc'ock, Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $190.00 be made for rental of Sheepsfoot roller for two 
months for use on road construction. Councilman Ba bcock second­
ed the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and McGUire. 
NOES,COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COIDlCILMEN: None. 

Councilman ' Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $475.00, plus tax, be made for purchase of Sheepsfoot 
roller for the street Department. Councilman Babcock seconded 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcockl Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT:: COUNCILMEN: None. 



Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $200.00 be made for material for non-skid surfacing on 
Carson Street from Madrid Avenue to Crenshaw Boulevard. Council­
man Babcock seconded the motion, w~ich was carried by the follow­
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Kail, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ~BSENT: 
COUNCI~~Nt None. 

. Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $875.00 be made for material for non-skid surfacing on 
Arlington Avenue from Carson Street to Sepulveda Boulevard. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by .the 
following roll call votet AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Kail, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT:-. 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriat.ion of not to 
exceed $935.00 be made tor material for resurfacing of Border 
Avenue from 213th Street to 220th Street. Councilman Kail 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail, Powell 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIn.mN: 
None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $410.00 be made for material for resurfacing of 220th 
Street from Western Avenue to Martina Avenue. Councilman 
Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call votet AYES: COUNCIn~N: Babcock, Hitchcock, Kall, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ~BSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hit.chcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $205.00 be made for material for resurfacing of Abalone 
Avenue from Carson Street to 220thStreet. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail, 
Powell ari!. McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None • 

. Councilman Babcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $93.02 be ~de for the temporary transformers for the 
Christmas lights, placed by the Southern California Edison 
Company, Ltd., which includes the installation and removal of 
same. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motiqn, which was 
ca.rried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and MCGuire. NOES: COUNCI~ 
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Babcock asked Engineer Jain if work bad started 
on the Plaza Del Al1lO parkWay as yet. Engineer Jain replied that 
the contractor, Vido Kovacevicl;J., is finishing up a job in South 
Gate at thiS time, and will s tart the Plaza Del Amo job within 
a short time. 

Engineer Jain reported that the house at 1518-1/2 Crenshaw 
Boulevard, owned by a Mrs. Davis, and which house was recently 
condemned by the City of Torrance, has been recently rented by 
Mrs. Davis, although it tas been condemned by the City as unfit 
for habitation. Mr. Jain stated that Mrs. Davis claims she has 
never received written notification from the City that the build-
ing hae been condemned. . 

Clerk Bartlett El.dvised that Mrs. Davis had been notified 
several times to the effect that the building is condemned. 
Clerk Bartlett was instructed to produce the carbon copy of the 
letter, if such a letter exists, and present same as evidence of 
notification. 
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Mayor McGuire advised Mr. Morris and another gentleman in 
the audience that the Planning Commission has taken no definite 
action as ~et on their application to operate a brick yard bus­
iness in the City of Torrance, it being felt that the property 
owners in the vicinity of the business should be contacted and 
asked to submit written statement.s as to whether or not cont.inu­
edoperation of the brick ya~d:Jbu:sllb.e.ss will be- objectionable. 
Mayor McGuire advised that the Planning Cormnlssion will notify 
the applicants immediately there is anything definite to report. 

Oouncilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly audited be 
paid. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was car­
ried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock., Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 8:30 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Babcock, seconded 
by Councilman Kail, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

~t;rj t-;l;2fJ6 
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
November I?, 1941 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Special Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California" on Monday evening, November 17, 1941 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

The following C:::uncilmen were present: Babcock, Kail, 
Powell and McGuire. 

Mayor McGuire read the call of the meeting, being ttfor the 
purpose of adopting an emergency ordinance pertaining ' to re­
construction of buildings and for the purpose ofconductin~ any 
other business which might properly come before the Board. 
The consent to Spe'cial Meeting form was signed by Councilmen 
Powell, Babcock, Kail and McGuire. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read in full: 

ORDINANCE NO. 331 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE PROVIDING MINI1mM 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF 
BUILDINGS DAMAGED BY EARTHQUAKE. 

Councilman Hitchcock arrived at 7:·38 P.M. during reading of 
the ordinance and signed Consent to Special Meeting form. 
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